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VEGA RODRIGO
Children of Time Anchor
Contrary to conventional wisdom about
capitalism, the pervasive norm to acquire
wealth and the zealous mission to ﬁght
poverty have their double sides often
unsaid, in that there is no wealth without
poverty, just as there is no poverty without
wealth, such that more wealth also creates
more poverty. Consider, for instance,
America, which is regarded by many as
the wealthiest country on Earth at the turn
of the 21st century. Yet, this wealthiest
country on Earth is also the most hated
one around the world, as a soul-searching
question after the September 11, 2001
terrorist attacks is, Why do they hate us
so? Isn't it paradoxical, Dr. Baofu asks,

that this enormous accumulation of wealth
ends up creating more hatred and
violence around the world, instead of
contributing to a more prosperous,
humane one? Is there something
fundamentally wrong in this seductive idea
of wealth acquisition in capitalism? The
wealth paradox disappears, as Dr.
civilization which prides itself on acquiring
wealth as the central focus of life meaning
is too inadequate to fulﬁll fully the
domains of life on material, relational and
spiritual concerns. It is so, since
capitalism, as a historical contingency to
ﬁght the material impoverishment of premodernity, overdoes itself as a historical
solution to the problem of poverty and will
not last, to be superseded by what Dr.

Baofu originally proposed as its successor,
post-capitalism.
Beyond Capitalism to Post-capitalism
Hackett Publishing
For the past twelve thousand years,
Earth’s stable climate has allowed human
civilization to ﬂourish. But this long benign
summer is an anomaly in the Earth’s
history and one that is rapidly coming to a
close. The radical experiment of our
modern industrial civilization is now
disrupting our planet’s very metabolism;
our future hinges in large part on how
Earth responds. Climate change is already
bearing down, hitting harder and faster
than expected. The greatest danger is not
extreme yet discrete weather events, such
as Hurricane Katrina or the calamitous

2

wildﬁres that now plague California, but
profound and systemic disruptions on a
global scale. Contrary to the pervasive
belief that climate change will be a
gradual escalator ride into balmier
temperatures, the Earth’s climate system
has a history of radical shifts–dramatic
shocks that could lead to the collapse of
social and economic systems. The
question is no longer simply how can we
stop climate change, but how can we as a
civilization survive it. The guiding values of
modern culture have become dangerously
obsolete in this new era. Yet as renowned
environmental journalist Dianne
Dumanoski shows, little has been done to
avert the crisis or to prepare human
societies for a time of growing instability.
In a work of astonishing scope, Dumanoski
deftly weaves history, science, and culture
to show how the fundamental doctrines of
modern society have impeded our ability
to respond to this crisis and have fostered
an economic globalization that is only
increasing our vulnerability at this critical
time. She exposes the fallacy of banking
on a last-minute technological ﬁx as well
as the perilous trap of believing that
humans can succeed in the quest to
control nature. Only by restructuring our
global civilization based on the principles
that have allowed Earth’s life and our
ancestors to survive
catastrophe——diversity, redundancy, a
degree of self-suﬃciency, social solidarity,
and an aversion to excessive
integration——can we restore the
ﬂexibility needed to weather the trials
ahead. In this powerful and prescient
book, Dumanoski moves beyond nowubiquitous environmental buzzwords
about green industries and clean energy
to provide a new cultural map through this
dangerous passage. Though the message
is grave, it is not without hope. Lucid,
eloquent, and urgent, The End of the Long
Summer deserves a place alongside
transformative works such as Silent Spring
and The Fate of the Earth.
Sophie's World MIT Press
In Beyond Civilization, Daniel Quinn thinks
the unthinkable. We all know there's no
one right way to build a bicycle, no one
right way to design an automobile, no one
right way to make a pair of shoes, but
we're convinced that there must be only
one right way to live -- and the one we
have is it, no matter what. Beyond
Civilization makes practical sense of the
vision of Daniel Quinn's best-selling novel
Ishmael. Examining ancient civilizations
such as the Maya and the Olmec, as well
as modern-day microcosms of alternative
living like circus societies, Quinn guides us
on a quest for a new model for society,
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one that is forward-thinking and
encourages diversity instead of
suppressing it. Beyond Civilization is not
about a "New World Order" but a "New
Personal World Order" that would allow
people to assert control over their own
destiny and grant them the freedom to
create their own way of life right now -not in some distant utopian future.
The Singularity Is Near Crown
#1 NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER •
NATIONAL BOOK AWARD WINNER •
NAMED ONE OF TIME’S TEN BEST
NONFICTION BOOKS OF THE DECADE •
PULITZER PRIZE FINALIST • NATIONAL
BOOK CRITICS CIRCLE AWARD FINALIST •
ONE OF OPRAH’S “BOOKS THAT HELP ME
THROUGH” • NOW AN HBO ORIGINAL
SPECIAL EVENT Hailed by Toni Morrison as
“required reading,” a bold and personal
literary exploration of America’s racial
history by “the most important essayist in
a generation and a writer who changed
the national political conversation about
race” (Rolling Stone) NAMED ONE OF THE
MOST INFLUENTIAL BOOKS OF THE
DECADE BY CNN • NAMED ONE OF
PASTE’S BEST MEMOIRS OF THE DECADE •
NAMED ONE OF THE TEN BEST BOOKS OF
THE YEAR BY The New York Times Book
Review • O: The Oprah Magazine • The
Washington Post • People • Entertainment
Weekly • Vogue • Los Angeles Times •
San Francisco Chronicle • Chicago Tribune
• New York • Newsday • Library Journal •
Publishers Weekly In a profound work that
pivots from the biggest questions about
American history and ideals to the most
intimate concerns of a father for his son,
Ta-Nehisi Coates oﬀers a powerful new
framework for understanding our nation’s
history and current crisis. Americans have
built an empire on the idea of “race,” a
falsehood that damages us all but falls
most heavily on the bodies of black
women and men—bodies exploited
through slavery and segregation, and,
today, threatened, locked up, and
murdered out of all proportion. What is it
like to inhabit a black body and ﬁnd a way
to live within it? And how can we all
honestly reckon with this fraught history
and free ourselves from its burden?
Between the World and Me is Ta-Nehisi
Coates’s attempt to answer these
questions in a letter to his adolescent son.
Coates shares with his son—and
readers—the story of his awakening to the
truth about his place in the world through
a series of revelatory experiences, from
Howard University to Civil War battleﬁelds,
from the South Side of Chicago to Paris,
from his childhood home to the living
rooms of mothers whose children’s lives
were taken as American plunder.

Beautifully woven from personal narrative,
reimagined history, and fresh, emotionally
charged reportage, Between the World
and Me clearly illuminates the past,
bracingly confronts our present, and oﬀers
a transcendent vision for a way forward.
Choosing Earth MIT Press
For Harry Redner, the phrase “beyond
civilization” refers to the new and
unprecedented condition the world is now
entering—speciﬁcally, the condition
commonly known as globalization. Redner
approaches globalization from the
perspective of history and seeks to
interpret it in relation to previous key
stages of human development. His
account begins with the Axial Age
(700–300 BC) and proceeds through
Modernity (after AD 1500) to the present
global condition. What is globalization
doing to civilization? In answering this
question, Redner studies the role played
by capitalism, the state, science and
technology. He aims to show that they
have had a catalytic impact on civilization
through their reductive eﬀect on society,
culture, and individualism. However,
Redner is not content to diagnose the ills
of civilization; he also suggests how they
might be ameliorated by cultural
conservation. Above all, it is to the
problem of decline in the higher forms of
literacy that he addresses himself, for it is
on the culture of the book that previous
civilizations were founded. This study will
be of interest to sociologists, historians,
and social and political theorists. Its style
makes it accessible also to general
readers, interested in civilization past,
present, and future.
Star Maker Princeton University Press
Adrian Tchaikovksy's award-winning novel
Children of Time, is the epic story of
humanity's battle for survival on a
terraformed planet. Who will inherit this
new Earth? The last remnants of the
human race left a dying Earth, desperate
to ﬁnd a new home among the stars.
Following in the footsteps of their
ancestors, they discover the greatest
treasure of the past age - a world
terraformed and prepared for human life.
But all is not right in this new Eden. In the
long years since the planet was
abandoned, the work of its architects has
borne disastrous fruit. The planet is not
waiting for them, pristine and unoccupied.
New masters have turned it from a refuge
into mankind's worst nightmare. Now two
civilizations are on a collision course, both
testing the boundaries of what they will do
to survive. As the fate of humanity hangs
in the balance, who are the true heirs of
this new Earth?span
The Future of Humanity Penguin
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One day Sophie comes home from school
to ﬁnd two questions in her mail: "Who are
you?" and "Where does the world come
from?" Before she knows it she is enrolled
in a correspondence course with a
mysterious philosopher. Thus begins
Jostein Gaarder's unique novel, which is
not only a mystery, but also a complete
and entertaining history of philosophy.
Beyond the Post-modern Mind Quest
Books
A scenario for the next half-century (2020
- 2070) that explores climate disruption, a
world systems crisis, a great fall for
humanity, a time of great sorrow,
awakening to our predicament as a human
community, and together confronting the
choice of rising to a higher level of
maturity and potential as a species. While
moving toward a pathway of great
transition, Choosing Earth also
acknowledges two other futures that are
powerfully present in the world: 1) A
pathway of breakdown, chaos and
collapse; and 2) a pathway of authoritarian
control enhanced with AI that wrenches
the world back from the brink of
catastrophe with the strict controls. This
wide-ranging book looks wide, deep, and
long: Looks wide by integrating a wide
range and diversity of knowledge sources.
Looks deep by including consciousness,
awakening experiences, compassion and
other invisible factors for understanding.
Looks long by raising our gaze to the next
half-century and beyond to get our
bearings for the changing pathway ahead.
Beyond Civilization Courier Corporation
Charles Eisenstein explores the history
and potential future of civilization, tracing
the converging crises of our age to the
illusion of the separate self. In this limited
hardcover edition of Eisenstein's landmark
book, he argues that our disconnection
from one another and the natural world
has mislaid the foundations of science,
religion, money, technology, economics,
medicine, and education as we know
them. It has ﬁred our near-pathological
pursuit of technological Utopias even as
we push ourselves and our planet to the
brink of collapse. Fortunately, an Age of
Reunion is emerging out of the birth pangs
of an earth in crisis. Our journey of
separation hasn't been a terrible mistake
but an evolutionary process and an
adventure in self-discovery. Even in our
darkest hour, Eisenstein sees the
possibility of a more beautiful world--not
through the extension of millennia-old
methods of management and control but
by fundamentally reimagining ourselves
and our systems. We must shift away from
our Babelian eﬀorts to build ever-higher
towers to heaven and instead turn out

attention to creating a new kind of
civilization--one designed for beauty rather
than height. Breathtaking in its scope and
intelligence, The Ascent of Humanity is a
landmark book showing what it truly
means to be human. "A tour-de-force ﬁlled
with astounding insight, wit, wisdom and
heart." --Christopher Uhl, author of
Developing Ecological Consciousness:
Paths to a Sustainable Future "Quite
marvelous, a hugely important work. This
book is truly needed in this time of
deepening crisis." --John Zerzan, author of
Future Primitive and Elements of Refusal
The Population Bomb Orbit
They knew us before we began to walk
upright. Shamans called them guardians,
mythmakers called them tricksters,
pagans called them gods, churchmen
called them demons, folklorists called
them shape-shifters. They’ve obligingly
taken any role we’ve assigned them, and,
while needing nothing from us, have
accepted whatever we thought was their
due – love, hate, fear, worship,
condemnation, neglect, oblivion. Even in
modern times, when their existence is
doubted or denied, they continue to
extend invitations to those who would
travel a diﬀerent road, a road not found on
any of our cultural maps. But now,
perceiving us as a threat to life itself, they
issue their invitations with a dark purpose
of their own. In this dazzling metaphysical
thriller, four who put themselves in the
hands of these all-but-forgotten Others
venture across a sinister American
landscape hidden from normal view,
ﬁnding their way to interlocking destinies
of death, terror, transcendental rapture,
and shattering enlightenment. From the
Trade Paperback edition.
After Dachau Simon and Schuster
The most comprehensive summary of
human reality and the conditions of
human existence published, a book that
challenges thousands of years of dogma in
it's honesty and accuracy revealing
stunning ignorance, primitive greed and
unimaginable violence that permeates all
segments of life on this
planet...Superstitions thousands of years
old still determine the existence of over
6.5 billion humans without reality
intelligence or an intuitive understanding
of empathy, morality and reality as a
growing separation of classes, races and
ethnicities are creating a sharply divided
polarized global civilization that will
collapse to become a planet of mass
extinction, chaos, hunger, death, unending
war and irresponsible pollution
everywhere on Earth...This is a book that
explores the future of humanity in the 21st
century and beyond on a world rapidly
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changing and adapting to the activity of
over seven billion humans with no
consensual awareness of limits on a single
world of life. 21st century technology
being used by a 10th century brain with a
focus on territorial acquisition, war, class
discrimination, cultural discrimination,
gender discrimination, insatiable greed
and power. The progress of this species is
undeniable but the recent discovery of
advanced technology without a critical
realization of what is necessary to create a
human with the empathy and intelligence
to use that technology for the
advancement of every member of this
species has initiated a series of events
that are evolving in an exponential
sequence that threatens the existence of
every creature on this world..Nuclear
explosion (by 2033)...Famine on a global
scale (by 2040)...Extinction of large
species (by 2066)...An explanation of what
is needed for an 'advanced' species to
survive in a star system for millions of
years...
Beyond Civilization Farrar, Straus and
Giroux
This profoundly ambitious and original
book picks its way carefully through a vast
tract of forbiddingly diﬃcult intellectual
terrain.
Beyond Civilization Transaction Publishers
The Future of Humanity seeks to answer
the question: “What kind of global
civilization should human beings pursue
and what do we have to do collectively?,”
one a question that has preoccupied
scholars, philosophers and politicians for
centuries. In doing so, the book tackles
concepts as monumental as the keys to
happiness, alien nonconventional
intelligence, immortality, morality and
China’s possible role in bringing about a
better worldjoining this global discussion.
To navigate these many and complex
topics, Jin combines the spiritual insights
of ancient Chinese thinkers with a deep
respect for the accomplishments and
discoveries of modern Western science,
exploring and explaining her distinct vision
for a what a better, global future
civilization could be.
The Dawn of Everything Penguin
From the visionary bestselling author of
The Second World and How to Run the
World comes a bracing and authoritative
guide to a future shaped less by national
borders than by global supply chains, a
world in which the most connected
powers—and people—will win.
Connectivity is the most revolutionary
force of the twenty-ﬁrst century. Mankind
is reengineering the planet, investing up
to ten trillion dollars per year in
transportation, energy, and
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communications infrastructure linking the
world’s burgeoning megacities together.
This has profound consequences for
geopolitics, economics, demographics, the
environment, and social identity.
Connectivity, not geography, is our
destiny. In Connectography, visionary
strategist Parag Khanna travels from
Ukraine to Iran, Mongolia to North Korea,
Pakistan to Nigeria, and across the Arctic
Circle and the South China Sea to explain
the rapid and unprecedented changes
aﬀecting every part of the planet. He
shows how militaries are deployed to
protect supply chains as much as borders,
and how nations are less at war over
territory than engaged in tugs-of-war over
pipelines, railways, shipping lanes, and
Internet cables. The new arms race is to
connect to the most markets—a race
China is now winning, having launched a
wave of infrastructure investments to
unite Eurasia around its new Silk Roads.
The United States can only regain ground
by fusing with its neighbors into a supercontinental North American Union of
shared resources and prosperity.
Connectography oﬀers a unique and
hopeful vision for the future. Khanna
argues that new energy discoveries and
technologies have eliminated the need for
resource wars; ambitious transport
corridors and power grids are
unscrambling Africa’s fraught colonial
borders; even the Arab world is evolving a
more peaceful map as it builds resource
and trade routes across its war-torn
landscape. At the same time, thriving hubs
such as Singapore and Dubai are injecting
dynamism into young and heavily
populated regions, cyber-communities
empower commerce across vast
distances, and the world’s ballooning
ﬁnancial assets are being wisely invested
into building an inclusive global society.
Beneath the chaos of a world that appears
to be falling apart is a new foundation of
connectivity pulling it together. Praise for
Connectography “Incredible . . . With the
world rapidly changing and urbanizing,
[Khanna’s] proposals might be the best
way to confront a radically diﬀerent
future.”—The Washington Post “Clear and
coherent . . . a well-researched account of
how companies are weaving ever more
complicated supply chains that pull the
world together even as they squeeze out
ineﬃciencies. . . . [He] has succeeded in
demonstrating that the forces of
globalization are winning.”—Adrian
Woolridge, The Wall Street Journal “Bold . .
. With an eye for vivid details, Khanna has
. . . produced an engaging geopolitical
travelogue.”—Foreign Aﬀairs “For those
who fear that the world is becoming too
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inward-looking, Connectography is a
refreshing, optimistic vision.”—The
Economist “Connectivity has become a
basic human right, and gives everyone on
the planet the opportunity to provide for
their family and contribute to our shared
future. Connectography charts the future
of this connected world.”—Marc
Andreessen, general partner, Andreessen
Horowitz “Khanna’s scholarship and
foresight are world-class. A must-read for
the next president.”—Chuck Hagel, former
U.S. secretary of defense This title has
complex layouts that may take longer to
download.
The Holy Crown
One of the most beloved and bestselling
novels of spiritual adventure ever
published, Ishmael has earned a
passionate following. This special twentyﬁfth anniversary edition features a new
foreword and afterword by the author. “A
thoughtful, fearlessly low-key novel about
the role of our species on the planet . . .
laid out for us with an originality and a
clarity that few would deny.”—The New
York Times Book Review Teacher Seeks
Pupil. Must have an earnest desire to save
the world. Apply in person. It was just a
three-line ad in the personals section, but
it launched the adventure of a lifetime. So
begins an utterly unique and captivating
novel. It is the story of a man who
embarks on a highly provocative
intellectual adventure with a gorilla—a
journey of the mind and spirit that
changes forever the way he sees the world
and humankind’s place in it. In Ishmael,
which received the Turner Tomorrow
Fellowship for the best work of ﬁction
oﬀering positive solutions to global
problems, Daniel Quinn parses humanity’s
origins and its relationship with nature, in
search of an answer to this challenging
question: How can we save the world from
ourselves? Explore Daniel Quinn’s spiritual
Ishmael trilogy: ISHMAEL • MY ISHMAEL •
THE STORY OF B Praise for Ishmael “As
suspenseful, inventive, and socially urgent
as any ﬁction or nonﬁction you are likely
to read this or any other year.”—The
Austin Chronicle “Before we’re halfway
through this slim book . . . we’re in [Daniel
Quinn’s] grip, we want Ishmael to teach us
how to save the planet from ourselves. We
want to change our lives.”—The
Washington Post “Arthur Koestler, in an
essay in which he wondered whether
mankind would go the way of the
dinosaur, formulated what he called the
Dinosaur’s Prayer: ‘Lord, a little more
time!’ Ishmael does its bit to answer that
prayer and may just possibly have bought
us all a little more time.”—Los Angeles
Times

Marriage and Civilization Edwin Mellen
Press
A provocative and inspiring look at the
future of humanity and science from
world-renowned scientist and bestselling
author Martin Rees Humanity has reached
a critical moment. Our world is unsettled
and rapidly changing, and we face
existential risks over the next century.
Various outcomes—good and bad—are
possible. Yet our approach to the future is
characterized by short-term thinking,
polarizing debates, alarmist rhetoric, and
pessimism. In this short, exhilarating book,
renowned scientist and bestselling author
Martin Rees argues that humanity’s
prospects depend on our taking a very
diﬀerent approach to planning for
tomorrow. The future of humanity is bound
to the future of science and hinges on how
successfully we harness technological
advances to address our challenges. If we
are to use science to solve our problems
while avoiding its dystopian risks, we must
think rationally, globally, collectively, and
optimistically about the long term.
Advances in biotechnology,
cybertechnology, robotics, and artiﬁcial
intelligence—if pursued and applied
wisely—could empower us to boost the
developing and developed world and
overcome the threats humanity faces on
Earth, from climate change to nuclear war.
At the same time, further advances in
space science will allow humans to explore
the solar system and beyond with robots
and AI. But there is no “Plan B” for
Earth—no viable alternative within reach if
we do not care for our home planet. Rich
with fascinating insights into cutting-edge
science and technology, this accessible
book will captivate anyone who wants to
understand the critical issues that will
deﬁne the future of humanity on Earth and
beyond.
Ishmael Random House
The classic study of post-Cold War
international relations, more relevant than
ever in the post-9/11 world, with a new
foreword by Zbigniew Brzezinski. Since its
initial publication, The Clash of
Civilizations and the Remaking of World
Order has become a classic work of
international relations and one of the most
inﬂuential books ever written about
foreign aﬀairs. An insightful and powerful
analysis of the forces driving global
politics, it is as indispensable to our
understanding of American foreign policy
today as the day it was published. As
former National Security Adviser Zbigniew
Brzezinski says in his new foreword to the
book, it “has earned a place on the shelf of
only about a dozen or so truly enduring
works that provide the quintessential
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insights necessary for a broad
understanding of world aﬀairs in our
time.” Samuel Huntington explains how
clashes between civilizations are the
greatest threat to world peace but also
how an international order based on
civilizations is the best safeguard against
war. Events since the publication of the
book have proved the wisdom of that
analysis. The 9/11 attacks and wars in Iraq
and Afghanistan have demonstrated the
threat of civilizations but have also shown
how vital international cross-civilization
cooperation is to restoring peace. As
ideological distinctions among nations
have been replaced by cultural
diﬀerences, world politics has been
reconﬁgured. Across the globe, new
conﬂicts—and new cooperation—have
replaced the old order of the Cold War era.
The Clash of Civilizations and the
Remaking of World Order explains how the
population explosion in Muslim countries
and the economic rise of East Asia are
changing global politics. These
developments challenge Western
dominance, promote opposition to
supposedly “universal” Western ideals,
and intensify intercivilization conﬂict over
such issues as nuclear proliferation,
immigration, human rights, and
democracy. The Muslim population surge
has led to many small wars throughout
Eurasia, and the rise of China could lead to
a global war of civilizations. Huntington
oﬀers a strategy for the West to preserve
its unique culture and emphasizes the
need for people everywhere to learn to
coexist in a complex, multipolar,
muliticivilizational world.
Between the World and Me National
Academies Press
New York Times Best Seller How will
Artiﬁcial Intelligence aﬀect crime, war,
justice, jobs, society and our very sense of
being human? The rise of AI has the
potential to transform our future more
than any other technology—and there’s
nobody better qualiﬁed or situated to
explore that future than Max Tegmark, an

MIT professor who’s helped mainstream
research on how to keep AI beneﬁcial.
How can we grow our prosperity through
automation without leaving people lacking
income or purpose? What career advice
should we give today’s kids? How can we
make future AI systems more robust, so
that they do what we want without
crashing, malfunctioning or getting
hacked? Should we fear an arms race in
lethal autonomous weapons? Will
machines eventually outsmart us at all
tasks, replacing humans on the job market
and perhaps altogether? Will AI help life
ﬂourish like never before or give us more
power than we can handle? What sort of
future do you want? This book empowers
you to join what may be the most
important conversation of our time. It
doesn’t shy away from the full range of
viewpoints or from the most controversial
issues—from superintelligence to
meaning, consciousness and the ultimate
physical limits on life in the cosmos.
Superintelligence Harmony
“Startling in scope and bravado.” —Janet
Maslin, The New York Times “Artfully
envisions a breathtakingly better world.”
—Los Angeles Times “Elaborate, smart
and persuasive.” —The Boston Globe “A
pleasure to read.” —The Wall Street
Journal One of CBS News’s Best Fall Books
of 2005 • Among St Louis Post-Dispatch’s
Best Nonﬁction Books of 2005 • One of
Amazon.com’s Best Science Books of 2005
A radical and optimistic view of the future
course of human development from the
bestselling author of How to Create a Mind
and The Singularity is Nearer who Bill
Gates calls “the best person I know at
predicting the future of artiﬁcial
intelligence” For over three decades, Ray
Kurzweil has been one of the most
respected and provocative advocates of
the role of technology in our future. In his
classic The Age of Spiritual Machines, he
argued that computers would soon rival
the full range of human intelligence at its
best. Now he examines the next step in
this inexorable evolutionary process: the
union of human and machine, in which the
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knowledge and skills embedded in our
brains will be combined with the vastly
greater capacity, speed, and knowledgesharing ability of our creations.
Human Frontiers Bantam
An argument that we have a moral duty to
explore other planets and solar systems-because human life on Earth has an
expiration date. Inevitably, life on Earth
will come to an end, whether by climate
disaster, cataclysmic war, or the death of
the sun in a few billion years. To avoid
extinction, we will have to ﬁnd a new
home planet, perhaps even a new solar
system, to inhabit. In this provocative and
fascinating book, Christopher Mason
argues that we have a moral duty to do
just that. As the only species aware that
life on Earth has an expiration date, we
have a responsibility to act as the
shepherd of life-forms--not only for our
species but for all species on which we
depend and for those still to come (by
accidental or designed evolution). Mason
argues that the same capacity for
ingenuity that has enabled us to build
rockets and land on other planets can be
applied to redesigning biology so that we
can sustainably inhabit those planets. And
he lays out a 500-year plan for
undertaking the massively ambitious
project of reengineering human genetics
for life on other worlds. As they are today,
our frail human bodies could never survive
travel to another habitable planet. Mason
describes the toll that long-term space
travel took on astronaut Scott Kelly, who
returned from a year on the International
Space Station with changes to his blood,
bones, and genes. Mason proposes a tenphase, 500-year program that would
engineer the genome so that humans can
tolerate the extreme environments of
outer space--with the ultimate goal of
achieving human settlement of new solar
systems. He lays out a roadmap of which
solar systems to visit ﬁrst, and merges
biotechnology, philosophy, and genetics to
oﬀer an unparalleled vision of the universe
to come.

